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AJC TOP STORY: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


AROUND THE STATE 


STATE EXPANDS VIRUS TESTING 


For first time, it will be offered to anyone with COVID-19 symptoms. 


By Alan Judd 
ajudd@ajc.com 


Georgia will dramatically expand testing 
for the novel coronavirus, following weeks 
of diagnostic rationing that obscured the 
pandemic’s full effects. 

For the first time in Georgia, tests will be 
offered to anyone displaying symptoms of 
COVID-19, the disease caused by the corona- 
virus, state officials said Wednesday. Those 
symptoms include fever, fatigue and a dry 
cough. 

But the state’s public health department 
has only 5,000 test kits on hand, a tiny 
fraction of the number that experts say are 


Ipsum Diagnostics, which recently received 
emergency federal approval to deploy its 
newly developed tests. 

Ipsum has “assured us they can supply 
the kits we need,” said Nancy Nydam, a 
spokeswoman for the Georgia Department 
of Public Health. 

Georgia has ranked 45th among the states 
and the District Columbia in per capita coro- 
navirus testing. Since the outbreak was first 
detected in Georgia last month, state offi- 
cials have reserved tests for those with the 
most severe COVID-19 symptoms, health 
care workers, residents of nursing homes 
and other long-term care facilities, and oth- 
ers who are considered most vulnerable to 


needed to track and contain the virus. The 


the virus. 


state has signed a contract to buy additional 


kits from a Sandy Springs-based company, 


Virus testing continued on A7 


A medical professional in protective equipment collects a sample 


at a Phoebe Putney Health System drive-through coronavirus 


testing site Tuesday in Albany. HYOSUB SHIN / HYOSUB.SHIN@AJC.COM 
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Officials look over part of a200-bed temporary hospital being built inside the Georgia World Congress 
patients Wednesday. The pop-up facility, for patients with mild to moderate symptoms, is being constructed by the Georgia 
National Guard along with several emergency management, security and health agencies. CURTIS COMPTON / CCOMPTON@AJC.COM 


HOSPITALS 


Staffing becomes 
issue as hospitals 
add more beds 


Pop-up units compete for health care workers. 


By Johnny Edwards 
jredwards@ajc.com 
and Ariel Hart 
ahart@ajc.com 


More than three weeks 
after asking the governor’s 
office for help, Albany’s 
beleaguered hospital sys- 
tem still doesn’t have the 
overflow units it needs to 
keep up with its burgeon- 
ing roster of sick and dying 
patients. 

The delays in opening new 
hospital space in a partial- 
ly-empty building a mile and 
half away from Phoebe Put- 


p)ouRREPORTING C 


The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution and Channel 
2 Actions News reported 
Sunday that Fulton County 
District Attorney Paul Howard 
approached the city of Atlanta 
in2014,sayinghe was 
underpaid. He secured two 
$125,000 grants from the city 
that were deposited into an 
account for People Partnering 
for Progress. Howard used the 
nonprofit, which he headed 
as CEO, to supplement his 
six-figure salary with at least 
$140,000 in payments from 
2015 to 2017,thenonprofit’s 
tax filings say. 


ney Memorial point to the 
challenges Georgia faces in 
preparing for a patient surge 
when COVID-19 infections 
are expected to peak state- 
wide late this month. 

The coronavirus epidemic 
will claim large numbers of 
new seriously ill patients 
through the next weeks in 
Georgia — perhaps 3,000 
coronavirus patients could 
be hospitalized on the peak 
day alone. Pop-up units rang- 
ing from convention centers 
to tents and vacant hospital 


Hospitals continued on A6 


AJC / CHANNEL 2 ACTION NEWS INVESTIGATION ETHICS COMPLAINT 


Fulton DA accused of 12 ethics violations 


Complaint centers on 
Paul Howard's financial 
disclosure forms. 


By Bill Rankin 
brankin@ajc.com 


Fulton County District Attorney 
Paul Howard has been slapped 
with a complaint from the state 
ethics commission, which is alleg- 
ing the prosecutor committed a 
dozen violations of public dis- 
closure law. 

The commission brought the 
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THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 


LOAN PROBLEMS 
Thousands of small 
business owners are 
having problems with the 
government’s $349 billion 
rescue loan program, part 
of the $2.2 trillion federal 
stimulus plan that was 
approvedin March. A2 


ASSISTANCE FOR AIRPORT 
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport is set to receive 
$338.5 million in stimulus funding to help replace lost 
revenue from the sharp decline in travel. A3 


Center for coronavirus 


CONTACTLESS VOTING 
The State Election Board 
voted to allow Georgia 
voters to turn in their 
absentee ballots at drop 
boxes, an option that 
avoids human contact 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic. A6 


City gets 
global 
crisis 
center 


Atlanta-based operation 
will coordinate aid from 
private sector, nonprofits. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamar.hallerman@ajc.com 


Officials plan to announce a new 
Atlanta-based pandemic response 
center today that aims to serve 
as a go-between for private sec- 
tor groups seeking to aid the gov- 
ernment’s coronavirus response, 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
has learned. 

The Global Health Crisis Coor- 
dination Center will vet offers 
from companies and nonprofits 
that want to assist with the pan- 
demic, which has spread govern- 
ments and hospitals thin over the 
last month. Organizers say the 
center will also help connect out- 
side groups offering donations, 
volunteers, equipment or exper- 
tise with states, hospitals and oth- 
ers in need. 

For now, the center has no phys- 
ical office space, but a handful of 
people have already been at work 
on the coronavirus pandemic, 
helping move critical equipment 
such as masks and ventilators. 
The center’s staff recently secured 
1,000 ventilators for a handful 
of states, including Georgia, and 
helped the Atlanta company Pin- 
Drop connect with a supplier to 
donate $40,000 in masks to health 
care workers, organizers said. 

The center wants “to really 
organize the private sector,” Exec- 
utive Director Ken Berta said in 
an interview. “If we find hospi- 
tals or public health services that 
need additional help and we can 
bridge that gap, we will do that.” 

The initiative is being funded 
with $1 million in seed money from 
Microsoft and the CDC Founda- 
tion, the independent nonprofit 
that helps support the work of 
the federal Centers for Disease 


Response continued on A6 


METRO, B1 


action after The Atlanta Jour- 
nal-Constitution and Channel 2 
Action News reported discrepan- 
cies between personal financial 
disclosures Howard filed with the 
state and tax filings submitted to 
the IRS by a nonprofit he heads. 

“We remain aware of the issues 
raised by the report and are con- 
tinuing to actively investigate 
Mr. Howard’s case,” said David 
Emadi, executive secretary of the 
Government Transparency and 
Campaign Finance Commission. 

“We welcome the appropriate 
time and place to tell our story,” 


Howard said Wednesday. 

The complaint alleges viola- 
tions on five years of personal 
financial disclosure forms How- 
ard has filed while serving as dis- 
trict attorney. Eight of the alleged 
violations involve People Partner- 
ing for Progress, for which How- 
ard serves as CEO. 

The nonprofit was founded in 
2004 to reduce youth violence. 
But over at least four years, How- 
ard used PPP as a conduit to fun- 
nel tens of thousands of dollars 


Howard continued on A12 


Proposed coal plant 
denied extension 


The Middle Georgia project, 
believed to have been the last 
coal plant proposal inthe U.S., 
is done as its permit runs out. 
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